
Creative Change Makers Sample Unit/Lesson Plan 

Sustainable Arts: Visual Arts 

Grades 9-12 

 

Unit & Focus Goals:  

 

Students will create mixed media sculpture of various 

marine life effected by oceanic pollutants and plastic 

waste using recycled materials found and collected. 

 

Unit Standards & Peformance Expectations: 

 

Anchor Standard 1: Generating and conceptualizing 

ideas. 

1.5.12adv.Crla: Visualize and generate art and design 

that can affect social change. 

Anchor Standard 2: Organizing & developing ideas. 

1.5.12acc.Cr2c: Redesign an object, system, place, or 

design in response to contemporary issues. 

Anchor Standard 3: Refining & completing products. 

1.5.12acc.Cr3a: Engage in constructive critique with peers, then reflect on, re-engage, revise and 

refine works of art and design in response to personal artistic vision. 

Anchor Standard 10: Synthesizing & relating knowledge and personal experiences to create 

products. 

1.5.12adv.Cn.10a: Synthesize knowledge of social, cultural, historical, and personal life with art 

making approaches to create meaningful works of art or design. 

Anchor Standard 11: Relating artistic ideas and works within societal, cultural, and historical 

contexts to deepen understanding. 

1.5.12.prof.Cn.11b: Describe how knowledge of global issues, including climate change, may 

influence personal responses to art. 

 

Materials Needed: 

• Recycled materials: plastic bottles, caps, straws, utensils, etc., fabric, newspapers 

• Hot glue or other strong glue 

• Gloves 

• Garbage Bags 

 

Learning Objectives: 

• Students will be able to define Sustainable Arts. 

• Students will design and create an original sculpture of a marine animal affected by ocean 

and beach waste using recycled materials. 

• Students will provide statistical information on the marine animal they chose to focus on. 

• Students will be able to explain how implementing plastic waste into their sculptures can 

impact others’ knowledge and understanding on environmental issues. 

 

Structure/Activity: 



 

1. As a group, the class will collect recyclable materials through a beach cleanup activity, 

community recycling collection, or through other means. 

2. The students will work together to sanitize the waste materials. 

3. Students will research various marine animals to base their design on. 

4. Students will use various methods to construct their marine animals to design a 3-

dimensional sculpture; this can be done with a wire substrate, textiles, paper mache-ing 

recycled newspaper, or any other methods that work with the recycled materials they are 

working with. 

5. Students will present their completed sculptures and discuss how this art assignment can 

broaden others’ views on the environmental impacts of waste in our oceans. 

 

Assessment: 

 

• Completion of final product and scored based on criterion used in basic art assignment 

scoring rubric. 

• Whole class presentations and critiques. 

 


