Creative Change Makers Sample Unit/Lesson Plan
Sustainable Arts: Literary Arts
Grades 9-12

Lesson & Focus Goals:

Students will write a poem based on ecological issues
| using figurative language, including metaphors,
| similes, and synecdoche.

Lesson Standards & Peformance Expectations:

| L.SS.11-12.1. Demonstrate command of the system
and structure of the English language when writing or
speaking.

L.KL.11-12.2. Apply knowledge of language to
understand how language functions in different
contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or
style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

L.VL.11-12.3. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and
phrases based on grades 11-12 reading and content, including technical meanings, choosing
flexibly from a range of strategies.

L.VI.11-12.4. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings, including connotative meanings.

Materials Needed:
e Writing materials

Learning Objectives:
e Students will identify and describe a specific ecological issue through poetry.
e Students will be able to define, identify and produce metaphors, similes and synecdoches.
e Students will be able to write a cohesive poem focused on ecological issues using
metaphors, similes or synecdoches.

Structure/Activity:
1. Students will list concrete nouns related to ecology, the environment and sustainability.
2. Students will write down a list of abstract ideas related to the same issues.
3. Students will create metaphors, similes and synecdoches from their respective lists.
4. Students will compose a poem that reflects on ecological issues that using these literary
devices.

Assessment:
e Completion of final product and scored based on criterion used in basic poetry writing
assignment scoring rubric.
e Whole class presentations and critiques.



